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T would be of no uſe to the 
> Reader, to inform him, how 
I came by the following Ser- 
mon : 1 aſſure him, upon the 
Faith of an honeſt Man, that 
it was written with his own 
Hand whoſe Name it is intituled to. And 
T dare ſay, whoever reads it carefully, will 
Ind it not unworthy of him. I wiſh with 
all my Heart, it may have the Succeſs that 

it deſerves, and may contribute to the abat- 
ing that accurſed Practice, that is ſo little 
beeded, and yet ſo fatal to the Souls of 
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Brod Chap. XX. Verſe 751 


Thou ſhalt not take the name of the Lol 
. thy God in vam; For the Lord will not 
-" him guileleſs that 25 bis name 5 


in "Vain, $15, 


QB 
{92 


— T- were OY that you mould 
LOR often read the xix Chapter of 
Exodus, to ſee with what a 
N dreadful Solemnity, the Ten 
K. 1 Commandments were delivered 
by God to Moſes from Mount 
| = nai. v. 16. It came to paſs on 
5 the third day, in the Morning, that there were 
| Thunders and Lightnings, and a thick Cloud up- 
on the Mount, and the Voice of the Trumpet ex- 
I ceeding loud; So that all the People that was in 
the Camp trembled.” And Moſes brought forth 
Nebe People out of the Camp, to meet with God, 
land they ſtood at the net her part of the Mount. 
nd Mount Sinai was altogether on 4 Smoke, 
 Whecauſe the Lord deſcended upon it in Fire; and 
he Smoak thereof aſcended as the Smoak of a 
urnace ;, and the whole Mount quaked greatly. 
his was a Sight fo terrible, that Moſes him- 
Helf ſaid (Heb. 12. 21.) 1 exceedingly fear and 
quake and for the People, * when they 
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— 


8 n T 6 ] N jv: : 
ſaw the Fire, the Blackneſs, Darkneſs, and the 
Tempeſt, and heard the Thunder, Trumpet, 
and the Voice of God----removed and ſtood afar r 
off, and ſaid to Moles, ſpeak Thou with us, | | 
and we will hear; but let not God ſpeak with || © 
ws, leſt we dye. The words which God ſpake, o 
with this amazing dreadful Preparation, were p 
the Ten Commandments, Do you therefore || 
think theſe Words, were Words, to be negle- || 
cted, or forgotten? I. have repeated a few of fi 
theſe Paſſages, that what I am going to ſay, f of 
wy, make the deeper Imprqſhon on your fp; 
: inds. ; | Es 180 . 5 1:2 | 
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do, on every {lighty and frivolous Occaſion. 
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» | - To preſerve thoſe who are innocent, and to 
y | rechim thoſe who are guilty, of this wicked 
5 Practice, I intend, in the firſt Place, to conſider 
» || the, words of the Text; and next, to make uſe 
„of ſuch Reaſons, and Arguments; as I think 
e proper; to diſſuade from it. „Je 


- || . To take the name of God, in vain, is, in the 
f firſt and literal Senſe, to uſe the Sacred Name 
7, | of God, lightly and commonly, to vain and idle 
it | Purpoſes, when, it is needleſs, and inſignificant, 
4 | altho” we do not Swear by it, or call him to 
> | witneſs to the Truth of what we ſay. To have 
ak 8 that name often in our Mouths, upon every 
ch little, poor Occaſion, is to make it cheap and 
i deſpicable, and ſhews we haue not that awful 
KReſpect for him in our Hearts, that we ſhould 
heſſhave : This is the beginning, of Evil, and ge- 
ur nerally prepares the way to Swearing: People 
ad- do not fall to downright Oaths at firſt, but be- 
ndfcin-.to wear off the Fear and Dread of Swea- 
ale ring, by the little abuſes and prophanations of 
theſthe Name of God; and then they venture by 
bisdegrees to Swear Dy Its Theſe miſchiefs come 
t Sby Cuſtom, and, Habit; and therefore you muſt 
ion take good heed at firſt, and ſtop, your Children 
ithsſand young People, from uſing the Name of 
era. God, familiarly and commonly; and upon all 
s tqpccaſions; and that will beget a Reverenee to 
it, and keep them from farther. abuſing it. Re- 
nember to check and puniſh them, if you — 


A 


— 


and becoming; and by doing this conſtantly; 


to this wicked Practice; you will make them 


_ their Duty, prevent a great deal of Miſchief 
| and love the N guiky FE officer ert res Sins 


[8] 


them call on God, either at their Play, or 


Work, or on any occaſion but what is ſerious 
you will ſtop up one of the commoneſt Inlets, 


careful of wllat they ſay ; and do yourſelves 4 
* deal of good by it. Your doing your 

uty to your Children and Servants in this 
point, will put you in mind of your. own neg- 
leas and failings; you will, in time, be aſhamed 


RSS D - 09m 


of reminding them, we taking the Name of. God 0 


in vain, when you youtſelves ate guilty gf it. 7 
and have ſer thein a bad Example. I wiſh'that f f 
the frequent practice of abiiſing the Name of th 
God, in Parents and Maſters and Miſtreſſes, be h 
not often the occaſion of Children and Servants « 
falling into the like; and often the Reaſon; to 
why thoſe Parents, Maſters and Miſtreſſes, will ar 
not, or dare not, reprove and puniſn their Chil: if 
dren and Servants for ſo offending. And pray G 


_ conſider, what an evil paſs thoſe poor Peopleſ ©* 


ate brought to, that dare not do tlieir Duty'tof '* 
their Children and Servants,” when yet they u 
ſhall be puniſhed ſorely by God fot not dotnigh h 
Ir. I woolly: they would think better on” this 
matter; and tho” they are exceeding faulty 
in- this Poirit themſelves, yet they would ſtill 
reprove and puniſh thofe who are under thei 
Care for the like Offences; they would do but 
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But to take the naine af God in vain, is moſt 
properly, to Swear, either Raſbly, without juſt 
and weighty Occaſions, without heed and Re- 
verence, or Falſely, without regard to truth, 
and to what out Conſcience tells us; either 
without knowing what we ſay to be true, or 
knowing that what we ſay is not true. 


Firſt, of Swearing lightly or raſhly, tlie 
Commandment is, thou ſhall not take the nanie 
of the Lord thy God in vain: by which, it 
{| ſhould appear, that no Man can be ſaid to Swear, 
that does not uſe the very Name of God, in 
his Oath; this was an old Miſtake, and yet 
continues very common amongſt us, and there- 


„fore muſt needs be removed, before I can go 
in any further; for People have ſtill fancied, that 
:1:1 if they do not mention the Sacred Name of 
aul God, in their Aſſeverations, they are not to 

come under the guilt of taking Gods name in 
-+.4 vain, altho' they Swear by any thing, or Crea- 
zel ture, elſe. Our Saviour ſays, Math. 23. 16. to 
the Scribes and Phariſees---Woe to you, ye blind 


Guides, which ſay---whoſoever ſhall Swear by 
A zhe Temple, it is nothing; but whoſvever ſhall 
Swear by the Gold of the Temple, he is a Debtos, 
7. e. he is obliged to perform his worn” 
and blind; for whether is greater, the Gold, or 
the Temple that San#ifieth the Gold? And ho- 
ſever al Swear by the Altar, it is nothing, 
ut whoſoever 8 the Gift that is up- 
all 85 on 


— — —— — — 
—  rmmo<rogng fn ne en 


2 —— er 


— — — . —— 


— . ⅛— ͤ— .... ²—˙v— ˙— A 
— . — — — 


it 


— or Or — 1 


by him whoſe Footftool it is, and who made 


"FF 1 
en the Altar, he is guilty.—i. e. guilty if he per- 
form not that Oath: Te fools and blind; for 
whether is greater, the Gift, or the altar that 
ſanctiſieth the Gift ? Whoſo therefore (ſaith our 
Saviour, .and which 1s the Solution of what I 
propoſe) ſhall ſwear by the Altar, ſweareth by 


it, and by all things thereon. And whoſo ſhall 


ſwear by the Temple, ſweareth by it, and by him 
that dwelleth therein. And be that ſwears b 
Heaven, ſweareth by the Throne of God, and 
him that ſitteth thereon--- Add to this, what he 


ſays, in Mach. v. 34. But I ſay unto you, ſwear 


not at all, i. e. in your common Converſation 
neither by Heaven, for it is Gods Throne -nei- 


ther by the Earth, for it is his Footſtool ---nei- 
ther by Jeruſalem, for it is the City of the great 
it 


King neither ſhalt thou ſwear by thy Head, 
for thou canſt not make one hair, white or black. 
Add, I ſay this, to what is before ſaid, and you 
will find, that the Relation every thing and 
Creature in the World, has to the great Creator 
of them all, is ſo clofe and dependent, that it 
is aſſign'd as the Cauſe, why he who Sweareth 
by the one, ſhould be concluded to Swear b 

the other. He who Swears by the Altar, of. 
fering, or the Temple, Swears by him to whom 
that Altar is erected, to whom that Offering is 
offered, and to whom that Temple with its Ser- 
vice is devoted -- i. e. to God. He who Swears 
by Heaven, Swears by him who governs there- 
in; He who Sweareth by the Earth, Swears 


and 
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and preſerves it. He who Swears by Feruſz- 
lem, Swears by him, whoſe City it was, . e. 
by the great God. He who Swears by his Head, 
which is, as it were the Fountain of Liſe; 
Swears by him who made that Head, and in 
whoſe hands alone, is the Power of Life and 
Death. This is a Demonſtration (in its kind) 
that People may Swear, without uſing the 
name of God; and conſequently may offend 
againſt this Commandment, without taking the 
name of the Lord their God in vain, in the 
literal Senſe. And therefore, pray Remember, 
that * ſatisfie not yourſelves, with any ſuch 
idle diftin&ion ; nor think you do not Swear, 
when ycu do not ronounce the Sacred Name 
30 ear by any thing ele.” 


I do bet ſay, however, that it is not iderter, 
to Swear by any thing that does not immedi- 
ately relate to God. than by his Sacred Name, 
his precious "Blood, and Meritorzogg Moumds, 
and Paſſion; becauſe it creates leſs horror, gives 
leſs offence, and is not of ſo bad Exam le: 
there 1s great difference of Oaths; all are had 
but ſome are much worſe than others, and Took 
as if they were more ſtudied, and deliberately 
Wicked, and as if they came from Hell. io 


When Thave convinced you of this, that the 
guilt of taking God's Name in vain, may be 
contracted, by: Swearing by any thing elſe That 
has relation to God, tho' his Name be not di- 

= realy 


rectly uſed, then you will ſee, that you muſt 
no more Swear by any thing elle, — by the 


name of God; and therefore that all ſorts of 


Oaths are comprehended under the Third Com- 
mandment, and- concluded under theſe Words 
Thou ſhalt nat take the name of the Lord thy 
God in vain. Which words contain, as I ſaid, 


.a prohibition of all light and raſh: Oaths, 1n our 


common Converſation, as well as all falſe Oaths, 
whether in private Company, or in publick 
Courts of Judicature, and before the Magiſtrate. 
T will only now ſpeak of all light and raſh 
Oaths, whether true or falſe, — wiſchie- 
vous, or idle, For the name of, God is deſpi- 


ſed and prophaned, by our uſing it upon light 


and frivolous Occaſions, tho* what we Swear be 
never lo true; becauſe the thing was not wor- 
thy, of ſo much weight, as an Oath does 
uſually add to what is ſaid. Now that no one 
is to Swear in light and trivial matters, will 
appear to you very plainly, when _ conſider 
What an ath f is.. 

5 Oath i is a 5 Religious thing; : *tis an 
ackhowledgment of God's Omniſcience, and 
Omnipotence; we declare thereby, that we be- 
lieve he knows the very Secrets of our Hearts, 
and that he can and will puniſh us, if what we 
aſfirm, be not true, and if we purpoſe not to 
perform what we then promiſe. An Oath, is 
the ſolemn calling upon God, to bear witneſs, 
that what we utter with our Mouths, 15 what 
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ve believe in our Hearts to be exactly true; 


nd it is alſo the ſolemn Calling upon God, to 


puniſh, and take vengeance on us, if we do not 
eriouſſy intend what we ſay and promiſe. — 
eart of Man lies ſecret to all the World; | 
vant to know whether. I ſpeak the Truth; and 
yhether I intend to do, as Ioſay: I within 
y bare Word is not ſufficientin ne Caſe, — 
auſe all Men are, or may be Liars; and tlio 
eir Words may be with you, yet their Hearts 
ay be far from you. How will you do then, 
o know whether J. be a true Man, and fp denk 
hat I think? why then, I take an Oath; 1 
wear by the Sacred Name of God, that what 
affirm' with my Lips, is what my Heart be- 
eves to be' true; by this, I call God to wits 
eſs that my Heart and Mouth 'agree, 'and that 
they do not agree, then Fam underſtood to 
eſire that God would take vengeance on me, 
d puniſn my impiety to him, and falſhood to 
lan. Can any thing then be more Serious 
d Religious than a folemn Oath? Aſſure your | 
eek, that every time you take an Oath, let it 
what it will, that has relation to God, 
by 45 at that time call down the great God to 
itneſs to the truth of what you ſay, and to 
enge himſelf on your falſhood, if what you 
y be indeed Tally" 0 „f 


Remember therefore, F? * you, whand 2 
rious thing an Oath is; and then think, whe- 
er 1t þe:fit to apply ſo ſerious'a thing, to [he 
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| Brent God of Heaven and Earth, the Make 


Neighbour to be witneſs to. This ought not fn 


Sworn, that you might examine and ſee, ho 


(14] 
ight and frivolous Occaſions, as Men common" 
Jy Swear upon, tho what they Swear to, ſhoull 
true, Let this be the fr/t Reaſon, again! 
Swearing lightly, and fooliſhly, in trivis 
things, *Tis an awful thing, to call upon thi 


Preſerver of us all, upon whoſe Will A* 
we depend for every moment of our Lives; 
call him to atteſt and witnels, to A 9 
ſo ſmall and pityful Concern, that you woul 
be aſhamed to call even me, or any ſerio 


be done, in decency, tho what you Swear | 
never ſo true. An Oath is to make an end e 
Strife, and for ee of Truth; but the 
this truth is to be a truth of Weight and greana 
Importance; and this Strife is to de of mattes 
worth the 7 for. Every Oath that is al 
Jowed to heating by God, is to be taken, a 
the Prophet Feremy ſays, 4. 2. in Truth, 
Tien, = and in " Sighrabuſnaſe With th 
eart, with the Underſtanding, and a gooÞ%! 
nſcience and to diſcaver the Truth, thi 
Judgment _ Rea” adminiſtred, an 
I may be done by it, The name of Got 
is not to be Sworn by, where none of the 
good Ends are anſwered. 1 with you could b 
remember all the Oaths you have heretofor 


few were Sworn in Truth, in Judgment, an 
in Righteouſneſs; how few tended to diſcove 
any truth of Importance, that wanted to bp 


F | 
nffliſcovered ; how few of them contributed to 
11$he doing Juſtice to any one, or to the promo- 
ning Righteouſneſs, I am afraid you would 
riah2d, that every Oath, beſides what you took 
th$efore the Magiſtrate, was taken, vainly, light« 
kelly, raſbly, preſumptuouſly, and wickedly ; - fo 
nar from doing any good, that they are, every 
ine of them, matter of Shame, Humiliation | 

ond Repentance before God, "© © | 


N Remember 2dly,; that all theſe light, raſh, 
nd preſumptuous Oaths, are not only, unbe- 
. b&oming-and unfit to be uttered, by reaſon of 

Sbeir unworthy matter, but are moſt ſolemnly 
orbidden by God. *Tis God himfelf, you ſee, 
hat ſays to every one of us---Thou ſhalt not 
ake the name of the Lord thy God, in vain. 
Would "God himfelt deſcend from Heaven, 
ith ſuch Solemnity, as you have ſeen, to for- 
Pid you the taking his Name in vam, if it were 
ot a matter of the greateſt Moment and Im. 
oo@Þortance-in the World to you, not to take that 

Name in vain? *Tis for your fake alone, for 
Jour- advantage, here, and hereafter, that Gol 
Jodinſtructs you in his Will, and tells you what 
heffſou are to do, and what to leave undone, in 
biÞrder to his bleſſing, favouring you, and make- 
foiſſng you happy. F 
ho ; * 
an] If you ſhould ſpend eve y you live, in 
ov the and Curſes, — . Blaſphenliag 
z bend prophanations of Gods holy Name and 
F —@ww.Þ 
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Word, you would not interrupt his happinels 


or do him any harm at all : But becauſe it wi 


Hurt yourſelves, and bring you to evertaſtin; 


Deſtruction both of Body and Soul, not to d 


his Will, and to comply with his Injunctio 


and Commands, therefore 


Remember 3dly, That theſe Oaths will b 
avenged by God, ſome time or other. Th 
Lord will not hold him guiltleſs, that taketh hi 
name in vai. He who from Heaven forbid 
us, every one, to take his Name in vain, de 
clares, from Fire, and Smoak, with Thunde 
Lightning, Storm and Tempeſt, that he will n 
hold us guiltleſs that take his name in vain 
and if not guiltleſs, then to be ſure we ſhall:t 


held guilty: guilty of the violation and breact 


of God's Law; and conſequently liable to ſuc 
Punyhment, as is due to ſuch Offenders, ani 
Offences; What particular puniſnments the 
are obnoxious to, in this Life, is not declar'd 


and therefore they are liable to all; there | 


not a judgment, in all the Stores of God 
Vengeance, but they have reaſon to apprehent 
and fear, their din is ſo provoking, and pre 
ſumptuous, and has ſo little Temptation to 1 
Becauſe of Swearing the Land mourneth, ſait 
the Prophet Ferem. 23. 10. i. e., the Land w: 
afflicted with ſeveral Plagues and heavy Judy 
ments, by reaſon of the frequency of Oath: 
and Perjuries among the People. And I dar 
lay, that many a Man, amongſt us, is 155 

Nö | aſte( 
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blaſted, and undone, by this audacious Con- 
tempt of God's Name, and Frophanation, who 
little thinks from whence the Curſe, and ſecret 
Canker comes; how ſhould it be otherwiſe? 
Can God be n can he be in- 
treated to bleſs, thoſe People, who daily take 
his Name in vain, who defie his Laws, and 
curſe him to his Face? who call for Vengeance 
on their own, and other Peoples Heads, a[moſt 

every Word they ſay? Can they expect a Ble- 
fling, who hardly ever mention God, but in 
the way of Blaſphemy? and make few other 
Prayers, than for Plagues, and Miſchiefs, and 
Damnation, and eternal Wrath? How merciful 
is God, that he does not grant, what theſe poor 


s 


People ask him, with ſuch earneſt "Vit 


; 
* 


But, be aſſured, that without ſincere Repen- 
tance, and amendment of this Sin, however 
he forbear you in this World, he will moſt cer- 
J tainly, according to your Curſes and repeated 
{ Wiſhes, "condemn you, and confound you, itt 
the World to come. Thoſe — — that came 
from Hell, which pleasd your Ears, and fil'd 
your Mouth ſo often, ſhall once be heard, and 
carry you to that accurſed place of Pain and 
Sorrow, and to that company of Curſed Spirits, 
which you have called upon ſo often. Re- 
member, that it is a fearful thing to fall into 
the Hands of the living God; who has decla- 
ted, be will nor hold bim gultleſs, char takerb 
his name in ban. 5 
* C Remem- 


© | { £8 
f 16) :eveinrbur aids 1 ohne bus le d 
ERaemember Ah that as off ac hu come to 8 
| Church, on theſe Occaſions, ſo oft you folemn: t 
| x pray to God. that you may eſcape this great || a 
F OF * of e ia > * 1 © : | 
1 guilt: No ſooner has the. Miniſter proclaimed e 
l in the name of God, Thau ſbalt not. rale the b 
name of. the Lord thy. God in vain, but the 8 
( People, every one of them, is commanded- to | t1 
5 anſwer-Lard gau Mercy. 124p0n, US, and incline \ 
ut, beatts to-lomthieL.ame'\ And enn yon 80 | Þ 
from hence, andiunbeſpeak this, Prayer imme- h 
| —diately, by falling again into that wicked Pra- In 
| ctice 5 Without the, Grace of God, we can da | 2: 


— 


nothing thati is good, nor eſcape the falling intq In 
any Evil:; We therefore hear this Law of God If. 
pronounced, againſt taking his Name in vain, IE 
we hear the tranſgreſſion of this Law, ſeverely te 
threatned, be will: not bold us guikleſy---we I 
pray him to have mercy on us, to forgive us || 2 
all our great and frequent violations of this 1 
| Law, that are-paſk:) and we intreat him, of his || {! 
| Mercy alſo, to incline our Hearts, for the fu- II. 
| ture, to keep this Law; that he would fill them J 
with ſuch an awful Reverence and Regard to II. 
his great Name, that we may never do it any || 
violence or diſhonour, by Swearing, idly, raſh- || c 
Iyx, or falfely ; and there is all the reaſon in 
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the World, to pray this Prayer moſt. ſeriouſly 
and earneſtly, becauſe tis decent, reaſonable, It 
and a thing of ſuch Moment, as even our Lives II. 
and Souls depend upon it. Now put theſe 18 
things together, that have already — laid US 
3 | down 
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1 
E 12 42.20 lie W 1 
down -that an Oath is a moſt Sacred, Serious, 
o | Solemn Ack of Religion, intended dy God for 
= | the confirmation of Truth, the doing Juſtice 
it | and judgment to all Men, and the putting an 
d end to Strife---That it is a moſt unſeemly, un- 
xe | becoming thing, to apply ſuch ſerious and reli- 
e | gious Athrmations, as Oaths are, to light and 
o | trivial Words, and matters of no Weight and 
e | Moment- - That all ſuch,Oaths. are utterly for- 
o || bidden by. God's expreſs Command, uttered by 
> | his own Mouth; that the breach of this Com- 
mand will ſurely be avenged by him, as fure 
o as God is true, who has faid it---And that we 
ra make it our conſtant Prayer, that we may not 
& fall into this Sin, but may incline with all our 
u, || Hearts to keep this Law---Pur all thefe things 
y together, and fee if light and common Swear- 
7e ing be a thing that Men ſhould, fo .cheaply 
12 and eaſily fall into; if it be not what we ought ; 
is || immediately to be humbled. for, to be ſadly a- 
is || ſhamed of, to be moſt ſeriouſly repented of and 
u- left. Theſe are all Religions Conſiderations, . 
m and concern us, as People that pretend to be- 
to lieve in God, that acknowledge the Divine 
yy || Authority of the Scriptures, and profeſs and 
h. || cat our fees Ohriſtiang gs. Io 


ly | There is no ſuch thing as anſwering any of 
le, || thefe Arguments; no body once pretends to 
es || juſtify their practice of Swearing, either from 
ſe I Scripture, Reaſon, or Authority of wiſe and 
id | good Men: the Practice indeed runs againſt all, 
vn C 2 and 
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and is too much for all of them, in this World; 
but no body ever yet defended it: is it not 
ſtrange, that what is ſo. impoſſible to be excu- 


ſed or juſtified, ſhould yet obtain ſo generally 2 


that that which every one condemns, both in 
himſelf, and in all other People, ſhould yet be 


4 


patiently ſuffer'd to prevail, and reign, as it 


were, without controul ? 


If theſe Religious Conſiderations will not 
| prevail, that yet convince the Conſcienc 8 of 


every ſingle Man and Woman in the World 
there is but little hope, that other Reaſons of 


leſs weight and moment, ſhould, do any great 
Service, to the diſcountenancing and abating of 
this wicked Practice. But yet it will become 


us to try all ways and means, to do it. 


Add therefore, in the 5th Place, that the 
Laws of the Land take Cognizance of this 
matter, and make it Penal to take the name of 
God in vain. It is a ſort of reproach to any 
Chriſtian People, to think that when neither 
the fear of offending God, and incurring his. 


diſpleaſure, and being puniſhd by him, can re- 


ſtrain Men from Swearing, the penalty of Two | 


” 


Shillings ſhould do it : that Men ſhould rather 
fear the paying a little Money, than fear the 


offending him, who can caſt both Soul and Bo- 
dy into Hell Fire. This, I fay, is a ſort of 


ſhameful Confideration, but we muſt take things 


as we find them, and be very glad if the fear 
14 r £53444 k 7 r PFs of 


f any thing, will keep Men in their bounds; 


nd preſerve them in any degree, innocent, 
Remember, therefore, that whoever Swears in 
ommon Converſation, is liable to the Fortei- 


Jure, if complain'd of; and that you lye at 


e Mercy of every one that will inform a- 
ainſt you, 1 with this Law would take better 
ffect, than it has hitherto done; and that you 
ould keep one another in awe, by the Power 
gives you, to put them to Expence and 


Phame, that are guilty of Swearing, The 
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e aſhamed my 


ut in this Caſe it is not ſoz here a Man gets 


Pothing by it, becauſe the forfeiture goes to 


he Poor, which is ſo much good to them who 
ant it: and it is done for a good End, that 
z0d may not be diſhonoured, and that a ſinful 
ractice in our Neighbour may not be ſuffered 
> go on, to his great miſchief, 1 ſhould not 
my ſelf to turn Informer, in this 
aſe, if it ſnould ſo fall out. But I had rather 
uch, that the fear of God, and the Senſe of 
our Duty, ſhould reſtrain you from doing 
vil, than the fear of ſuch Information, and 
ch Penalty. Make this ufe of the Law, 
owever ; conſider, whether it be worth the 
hile, to pay down the Wages of a Day or 
ois Labour; by which your Family ſhould 


bſiſt, for the ſake of Swearing an Oath, —if 
ere were really no other miſchief. to follow. 
pecially when you Remember, in the Sixth 
ace, that there is neither Pleaſure, nor Profit 
| ta 


une-of an Informer, is, in ſome Caſes, odious, 


— 


ly gives away his Soul for nothing. Other 


ders it away for that which neither pleaſes him 


man, indeed, to gain the whole Morld, and lofifete 
J : 7 


F 22 J 

to be reaped from this tingodly Practice. The 
who are moſt addicted to Swearing, know not 
why they are ſo; they can give no Reaſon 
why they fall continually into this abomina- 
ble Sin; they freely acknowledge, that they 
neither propoſe, nor find, any Pleaſure, or Ad 
vantage in it. Other Sins, have one or both oi 
theſe Temptations, to induce Men to fall: 
they either ſatisfie ſome ſenſual Appetite, 0 
gratify ſome - covetous deſire of Profit; at leaſſſu 
they hope to find their account in it. But hm 
who Swears, thinks of neither: ſo that he tru 


Sinners Sell them at leaſt, but this Man ſquan If. 


nor does him any Service. Of all Offenders in 
the World, the Common Swearer, makes the 
worſt bargain, gives himſelf up to 'everlaſting 
Pains and Sorrows, for that which no body ad. 
viſed him to, no body tempted him to, no bo 
dy approved when done; which he himſelf: ne 
ver liked, whilſt doing, nor ever remembred 
when done, with any Satisfa&ion or Content 
Let any one call to mind the many Oaths, and} t 
Prophanations of God's holy Name, he ha: 
been guilty of, and ſee what he has gotten by ey 
them, whether he be the Richer, the Wiſerſſne 
or more eſteemed, or any ways bettered b 
them: and will you keep a Practice ſtill, tha 
never did, nor ever will, bring either Pleaſur 
or Advantage with it? What ſball it profit | 


— 
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ir wn Sou? but is it not iſtill ſo much the 
rorſe, to loſe his Soul, and gain nothing? 
[he ſenſual pleafures of this Life, may bring 
ane to eternal Pains; but yet tis fooliſher, to 
ndure thoſe Pains, for Sins that have no plea- 
ure in them. In all Offences elfe; we conſider 
vhat Men aim at, and intend, what their end 
nd drift is; and what the Motives and Temp- 
ations to them are; and accordingly we excuſe 
nem more or leſs: but in this, we ſee no end, no 
S:mptation, and they themſelves ſay ſo; they 
ure tlierefore 'Self-condemn'd,'-atid/ condemn'd 
ey. every body elſe. What ſhall:Þ'ſay further? 
tis a Practice, that you hate and abhor, in all 
MFeople, whom you love, as in your Wives and 
ihildren; and a Practice you cannot well en- 
he ure in your Servants, and ſuch as are related 
NS you. You would, I imagine, ſtand amaz d, 
adſſe angry, and aſhamed; to hear your Wives and 
Ohildren, anſwer. you with Oaths, Swear loud- 
ne upon all Occaſons, and mingle Blaſphemies 
reqqid Curſes, in their common Diſcourſes. They 
NEve the ſame Paſſions, the ſatne/Provocations; 
an® this Sin, with yourſelves ; you are no more 
haYlowed by the Laws of God, or Man, than 
cy; 'tis only Cuſtom makes the difference. 


0 
1 
0 
! 
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erSheir Modeſty and Virtue has not yet broken 
rough the reſtraints of Religion and 'God's 
thaKws, and ! hope they never will : but if they 
furSuld; they have as much to ſay before God 
4 yourlelves ; no Sex, Age, or Degree, can 
hrs etend to a Privilege of offending God. 8 
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I would gladly; hope, 'tis Love to thoſe Rel 
ſhame, to hear them fall into this wicked Pr; 
ſhamed a 
ſrequently into that wicked Practice; 'and-fjar 
Think with your ſelf, that as 50 fell into ti 


Children (without the Grace of God, and gre 


wicked Cuſtom: And then, what a heap of Sir 


— 


tions, that would give you both grief an 


ctice; imagine therefore, ſince they Love ye 
alſo equally, that thoſe Relations are alike 
nd griev'd to ſee you fall ſo eaſily ar 


their ſake, as well as for your own, forbear i 


din, by Example, and hearing others Swear, 


care) be brought, by your Example, and Vi 
daily in your Company, to the fame ſhamefuſow 


and miſchief do you draw upon your-HeadFt 
by occaſioning thoſe to fall, whom, above Fx 

ie World, you were obliged to keep uprighFcc 
by drawing down God's Vengeance on thee 


Heads, whoſe: Innocence and Prayers, mige 


have prevailed with him, to ſpare you, and re 
ſtore you to his Favour. *Tis certain inde u 
that neither Wife, nor Children, will be exqÞiit 
{ed before God, for following the wicked EI 
ample of a Husband and a Father; becaufe 1 
very body is to live by Rule, and God's Lait 
and not by any ones Example: but tis as cy! 
tain, that he ſhall be puniſhed by God, fer) 
giving ſuch an ill Example to Wife and CHus 
dren, who are ſo apt and eaſy to follow it. f. 4 
would not eaſily ſuppoſe, that Women fad 
quently fall into this accurſed Cuſtom ; buf: 
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ie ow. the Men are very mechltb 
bine for it, by ſetting them ſo ill an Exarn- 
ple, and givitg them _ countenance and en- 

couragement. 
there in ſuch 'a Houfe, Where every one de- 
piſes God, and tramples under foot his Laws, 
and no body is left, to ſtand amaz d, to re- 
prove, to grieve, and to intercede with God, 
for his Mercy, and Forbearance to that lnful 
ind loſt Family. Theſe are the propereſt Ar- 
guments that 1 could think on, to diſſuade you 


Ire by, from light and raft: aring; they are 
vinach as you” have often Heard, ſuch as your 
efiÞwn Senſe and Reaſon may and does ſuggeſt 


AT nd furniſh' you with, againſt. your daily Pra- 
eadftice: Jug Condemnation will chiefly ariſe 
e From hence, that you in your own Hearts and 
gh riſcierices, know all the Reaſons and Argu- 


nightell' as the greateſt Scholars in the World; and 
d Mherefore want not to be! inſtructed in your 
de uty, by us, but to be remembred and Fe 
ex} ind, of what you knew nene £07 At 
1 105 Tin 
1fe | Let me therefore aka an end, at this ris; 
Laffith reminding you of ſome few wo and 
s c ying ſome few In junctions on Let e- 
d, fery one, that has een guilty o chi dange- 
dus and wicked Practice, repent ſincerely of 
it. , ask God forgiveneſs, with his whole Heart, 
1 #4 beg the aſſiſtance of his Grace, to keep 
but im, and -prevent his * again into it. And 


And then „What a ſort of Hell, 


thqqnents again Swearing, and not one for it, as 


| 


1441 
let him alſo uſe his beſt endeavours himſelf, to 
avoid all manner of occaſions, that hitherto 
have led him to it. Let him carefully watch] ; 
over himſelf, that he ſpeak not haſtily and un- 
adviſedly with his Lips. Remember God is in 
the Company, and hears you every word you 
ſay. Give not way to Anger, upon every lit 
tle accident, that croſſes your deſign; this i 
the Parent of many Oaths; the leaſt thing that 
is out of the way, and does not do as you 


would have it, the leaſt oppoſition of Neuffen 
Judgment, the leaſt contradiction to pour i ah 
rovokes you to call on God, to Curle, and tao 


Blaſpeme his Name ; as if that would any wa 
mend the matter, or make things go the better 
You muſt, if given to Swearing, above # 
things, avoid Drinking, and Gaming; if the 
fear of God depart from you, when you art 
Sober, Serious, and have your Senſes about 

ou, and you can hardly hen forbear Swearing 
5 ſhould you do it, when you have loſt thaif 
Reaſon, and are little leſs than Mad? even 
they who abhor an Oath when Sober, do ye 
outrageouſly Swear when they are overcome 
with Drink; you muſt therefore, by all means 
avoid exceſs Sat does ſo naturally and eaſily 
provoke to Paſſion, And as to Gaming, there 
are few People in the World that follow it, but 
Swear exceſſively; there are few that loſqh 
their Money, but Joſe their Patience and their ; 
Temper with it; and the little croſs Accident, q 
that commonly happen, overthrow all Reaſon rt 

R * = 
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ON and leave the Man to the rage of his wild Pa. 
of flions, and then you know what follows, Gam- 

ul ing is one of the moſt deſtructive Vices Men 
can fall into, aid provokes to the greateſt An- 

iu ger. It undoes moſt People at long- run; and 

du tis much wotfe in mean and poor People, than | 
in the Rich, becauſe it waſts their time excef- | 
fively, which poor People can very Ill ſpare, | 
from the Care and Labours that are to ſupport 
themſelves and poor Families; and it waſts their 
mall Subſtance, that ſhould furniſh their Wives 
and Children, with Bread and other Neceſſaries 
of Life. But that which T1 intend againſt it | 
how, is, that it occaſions Oaths and Curfes, | 

; 8 and dreadful Execrations, in a moſt | 
fearful manner; and therefore, whoever would 

UEvoid Swearing and takitig the name of God in | 
IFvain, muſt be ſure to avoid as tho? it be [| 
For little matters. Avoid alſo all fuch Compa- 

5 Þy, as are likelieft to miniſter occafion- to An- 

haÞ:r and Oppoſition. , Some People ate of ſa 
Venperverſe and thwarting a Temper, that a Man 
VFhad need of Patience to converſe quietly with 
MFhem ; they that are apt to be provoked, muſt 
mifun this ure And when you have 
lb:ken this care of yourſelf, to prevent your 
Fer falling into this wicked Practice—go on to pro- 
bufnote the Glory of Gad, by doing good to o- 
lot: hers---if your Neighbours are apt to Sweat, 
neiſfell them, calmly, 1 5 diſtruſt you too much, 


it 
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2 nd that you would believe them without an 
on Path, they have ſuch Credit with you. When 
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once, they find vou deal thus Chriſtianly and 
F riend y, with them, they will be more upon 
their guard, in your Company; and, ſo you 
will Þe. inſtrumental to their Good, and make 
ſome amends for your own Milcarriages. But 
for thole who are more immediately under your 
Care, and depend upon you,, there you, may; f 
more. free, and there, it. is. your Duty:to reprove, 
and puniſh ſuch as. you find guilty, ok, this way 
of diſhonouring Sock Lt not, any, ef your 
Children, gare tg;Sweare without your Ange 
Dd nine e ee, u. Will, lave 
 thaqy, hereby, from mugh, Miſchief here; ang 
rd God's Rnger hejeſer 4 Keep not 2 Ser 
vant under your, Rook, that, is, gullty of this 
wicked" Prackice, their Labours will not be 
92 Jv JAIL 21211 IM 11894 
Nd by God. to you Employ no Workmen 
that will not do teh huſpeſs without Swear: 
Relieve, no Noor, that are, guilty of thus 
ithonpuring . God. You, would, in a_. little 
time, ſee. a great bange and Re cee 
Manners, if you woüld take, tbele ourſes 
they ought to want eyen Neceſſaries, that will 
not work for them, and. enjoy them With the 
favour of Cod: They, would in a little-time, be 
very thankful to you, and bleſs God for you 


Sno 


that by thoſe means reclaimed them from thoſq B 


curſed Habits, This was heretofore the Sin, of 
the Rich, the Eaſie, and the thoughtleſs great 
Men of the World; but now, the poorer Peo 


to « 
juſt 


eve 


PIC are, the Wickeder, and moxe provoking wil 


od z they will not let the Rich and Great 
. * ; LS | 25 5 * n "= have 
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d || have any Sins peculiar to them hut will vom 
nin for their ſhare, tho it be but a Jhare>raf 
u Damnation. 

ke 101 12011 f. * 1501367 NE 
ut ls it not a 1 2 -amazing thidg; to ler 
ur poor; People Swearing / at the, Plow, and ust 
ve their daily. Labour, Swearing fat their Haxleds 
© Eattle, and any thing 'that”xomes; mn theilt 
Fl Way 3. People that depend om-the;Bleflingraf 
ur 000 for their daily Bread, arg daily provoking 
er hyp, 450 -bl blaſt ang confound. them; Qught,nok 
vell th 115 People to be taught. Dy alem bead 


tof Penalties and Rigors; iche ano Jenn 
Ig their Duty; and to Payr mare honun 
153 their conſtant Heavenly Benefactor? ſhall it 
bell be cheaper ſtill to defie their Maker, and de- 
end ſpiſe their good Redeemer, than to ſpeak a diſ- 
ar- reſpectful Word of their Superiours, Parents, or 
us their Maſters ? en. to the Poor, would 
tlel make one pattial in their fäußar, and much 
off more tender of H then than others; 

es but this is true To 


Compatiion,” to Iflict them for 
ia while, that they, pay learn He Ito Blaſpheme, 
he and be ſaved in che ay of the Lord Jeſus. 


ef Ire be tenderer of them, 

0 Iman of God's Honoug,” nor, by ſparing their 
ole Bodies, hurt their Souls. If they will venture 
oll to offend God, let them be ſure to provoke the 
eatl juſtice and indignation of Men, and pay what- 
eoJever Penalty the Law inflicts; that if they 
ng will not * for Conſcience ſake, they _y 
— or 


vag | d 


e 
for Wrath, that the Name of God be not Blaf. 


But let me rather end, with Hoping, Deſiring, 
and with Praying, that the Senſe of God's Ho- 
nour, the Senſe of his Command, the Senſe of 
their Duty, and their great Danger, may in- 
fluence them to Conſideration, Repentance, and 
Amendment, more than the fear of Man; and 
that, by all, or any means, they may be ever- 
more reſtrain'd from taking the Name of the 
Lord their God in vain; and may for ever- 
more remember, that be will not bold him guilt- 
leſr that taketh his name in vain. 7 nl 


